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Zdenek Johan first recipient  
of the SGA-NEWMONT Gold Medal

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am honoured to present this citation of 
Dr. Zdenek JOHAN – the first recipient of 
the SGA-NEWMONT GOLD MEDAL I 
have known him more than 20 years. Dr. 
Johan graduated from Charles University, 
defending a thesis on the “Mineralogy 
and metallogeny of the Černý Důl deposit, 
Giant Mountains“ (1957). He received his 
Ph.D. with the dissertation “Mineralogical 
and physical-chemical study of the binary 
Cu-As system” (1965).

Since that time he has authored and/or 
co-authored more than 200 papers on vari-
ous research topics that were published in 
various scientific journals including Nature, 
American Mineralogist, Lithos, Geochi-
mica et Cosmochimica. Acta, Canadian 
Mineralogist, Mineralogy and Petrology 
and others.

Dr. Johan has long been an icon in the 
world of mineral sciences, and more spe-
cifically of the mineralogy and origin of 
ore deposits, and has been regarded as such 
for several decades.  He was involved in 
the description of as many as 33 new mi-
neral species. The Atlas of Ore Minerals, 
co-authored with Pickot remains a classic 
reference work nothing better yet produced 
even on internet. His research interests have 
taken him beyond the minerals themselves 
to the environments in which they form, es-

pecially ophiolite complexes, layered intru-
sions, and Uralian-Alaskan intrusions. He 
changed our understanding of the geologi-
cal processes that form platinum group ele-
ments and chromium deposits in mafic and 
ultramafic rocks of various settings. Beside 
his own research he supervised 28 research 
theses that were successfully defended.  

Zdenek Johan’s leading role was recog-
nized in B.R.G.M. (Orléans), where he 
continued his carrier after the occupation 
of Czechoslovakia in 1968. He became 
the director of the B.R.G.M.-CNRS group 
“Fundamental and applied metallogeny” 
and was later director of the CNRS “Centre 
de recherches sur la synthés et la chimie des 
mineraux” for 12 years.  After his return to 
B.R.G .M. he served as research director 
and inspector general until 2000.

 His research results led several national 
geological societies and international orga-
nizations to use his expertise, his open and 
friendly nature and readiness to co-operate 
(amongst others IUGS, International Mine-
ralogical Association, UNESCO, IAGOD.) 
He served as President of the Society for 
Geology Applied to Mineral Deposits from 
1995 to 1996. 

Dr. Johan‘s contributions to science and 
society have been recognized by many orga-
nizations as evidenced by his corresponding 
membership of both the French and Austri-
an Academies of Science, his membership 

of the Russian Academy of Sciences, his 
receipt of 7 medals for distinguished work 
in science and his receipt of an honorary 
doctorate from Carleton University. He 
also became a Rider in the French National 
Order of Merit and Rider in the French Na-
tional Order of “Palmes Académiques”. His 
full and happy integration into French life 
has been accentuated by acting in the role 
of mayor in Isdes (Loiret), where he lives 
with his wife Vera. 

Many of us have been fortunate to be 
able to enjoy Dr. Johan ́s scientific results 
and his friendly temperament. Anyone who 
has heard him play piano and sing is not 
surprised that in his youth he had to choose 
between a career as a singer and a minera-
logist. It is to the good fortune of the earth 
science community that he chose the latter.

On behalf of SGA I would like to con-
gratulate Dr. Johan to this success and wish 
him many more achievements in the geosci-
ences, and good luck in his private life.

Dublin, August 20th, 2007 

Prepared and presented by: 		  
Dr. Jan Pašava
SGA Executive Secretary

Dr. Zdenek Johan, the first recipient of the SGA-NEWMONT Gold Medal (in 
the middle) with SGA Executive Secretary - J. Pasava (right) and Newmont 
Representative - S. Enders (left). Photo by G. Beaudoin

Dr. Zdenek Johan, the first recipient of the SGA-NEWMONT Gold Medal 
(in the middle) with SGA President - H. Frimmel (left) and Newmont Rep-
resentative - S. Enders (right). Photo by G. Beaudoin
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Earth Science Informatics
This international, English-language journal publishes original, interdisciplinary articles on all 
aspects of informatics dealing with the Earth system. Informatics is the science of the application 
of formal and computational methods to the systematic analysis, management, interchange, and 
representation of information and knowledge. Earth Science Informatics, as a scientifi c discipline, 
focuses on two major aspects: (i) the formal representation of the spatial and temporal relation-
ships between entities in the Earth system and (ii) the design, development, and application of 
computational tools to acquire, store, analyze, visualize, manage, represent, utilize and communi-
cate information about the spatio-temporal dynamics of the Earth system.

ISSN: 1865-0473 (print version)
Journal no. 12145

Mine Water and the Environment
Journal of the International Mine Water Association (IMWA)

Editor-in-Chief: Robert Kleinmann 

The journal and its audience is interdisciplinary. Manuscripts should convey new technical 
information and be of potential interest to researchers and/or practitioners in this fi eld. Laboratory 
and fi eld experiments, modelling eff orts, studies of relevant fi eld sites, technical evaluations of 
new technology, and engineering applications are all appropriate

ISSN: 1025-9112 (print version)
ISSN: 1616-1068 (electronic version)
Journal no. 10230
 
7 Online version available 
7 Online First articles available 

Journals in
Mineralogy

New with Springer 
in 2008 ! 

Journals inJournals in
MineralogyMineralogy
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Mine Wastes
Characterization, Treatment and Environmental Impacts

By Lottermoser, Bernd G. 

This book provides a thorough, up-to-date overview of wastes accumulating at mine sites. It deals 
comprehensively with sulfi dic mine wastes, mine water, tailings, cyanidation wastes of gold-silver 
ores, radioactive wastes of uranium ores, and wastes of phosphate and potash ores. The book 
emphasizes the characterization, prediction, monitoring, disposal and treatment as well as 
environmental impacts of problematic mine wastes.

2nd ed., 2007. XIV, 304 p., 70 illus., Hardcover
ISBN 978-3-540-48629-9 7 € 129,95; £100.00

Economic Evaluations in Exploration
By Wellmer, Friedrich-Wilhelm; Dalheimer, Manfred; Wagner, Markus 

The textbook is intended for the economic geologist who deals with the evaluation of deposits at 
an early stage of development. It off ers rules for quick and easy calculations based on the 
application of approximate data.

2nd corr. and revised ed., 2008. XIV, 250 p. 68 illus., Hardcover
ISBN 978-3-540-73557-1 7 € 69,95; £54.00

New books 
in Mineralogy

New books New books 
in Mineralogyin Mineralogy
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Society for Geology Applied to Mineral Deposits 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
I would like to become a member of the Society for Geology Applied to Mineral Deposits and to 
receive my personal copy of Mineralium Deposita. Membership fees will be due after acceptance of 
the membership application by the SGA Council.  

Surname / Corporation:
First name:

Title:
Mailing address:

Phone:
Fax:

e-mail:
Date of birth:

Nationality:
Academic degrees obtained:

Present position:
Membership in other scientific societies:

Are you a member of the Society of Economic Geologists?    Yes    No
(If yes, no sponsors are necessary) 

Check only one of the two boxes below 
      I want to recieve Mineralium Deposita for the current calendar year including back issues 

      I want to receive Mineralium Deposita and membership privileges starting in

Select your Membership Dues

If the application is approved by the SGA Council, I authorize the "Society for Geology Applied to 

Mineral Deposits" to charge the above amount (please tick) to my 

          VISA          MASTERCARD/EUROCARD     AMERICAIN EXPRESS 

Card No:                                                                      Expiry date :

Signature ...................................................................  Place and date ......................................................................  ......................................................................  ...................................................................... 
(if you do not intend to pay by credit card, an invoice will be issued after acceptance of your application)

Two SGA Sponsors*: 
                      Name                      Place                       Date                      Signature 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________1. ______________________________________________________________________________1. ______________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 
*If you have difficulty in finding sponsors, send this form to the Executive Secretary and your application will still be consi*If you have difficulty in finding sponsors, send this form to the Executive Secretary and your application will still be consi*If you have difficulty in finding sponsors, send this form to the Executive Secretary and your application will still be considered.dered.

Send the Membership Application Form to: 
Dr. Jan Pasava       
SGA Executive Secretary     Phone: ++(420)-2-51085506 
Czech Geological Survey     Fax: ++(420)-2-51818748                                           
Klárov 131/3      E-mail:secretary@e-sga.org
CZ-118 21 Praha 1      
CZECH REPUBLIC      

75.00 EUR Regular Member (Print+Internet Mineralium Deposita and SGA News)

60.00 EUR Regular Member (Internet only Mineralium Deposita and SGA News)

10.00 EUR Student Member (Internet only Mineralium Deposita and SGA News, max. 4 years, up to Ph.D.- certificate required)

60.00 EUR Senior Member (Print+Internet Mineralium Deposita and SGA News, after retirement - certificate required)

300.00 EUR Corporate Member (includes 3 copies of Mineralium Deposita) (for industry only, no academic)

 SGANews_22.indd   28 07.12.2007   8:40:48 Uhr




