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10TH SGA-IUGS-SEG-UNESCO SHORT COURSE ON AFRICAN METALLOGENY
Understanding the value Chain possibilities of West-Central African Mineral, Energy

and Geoheritage potential

AGENDA

Sunday, 21st June 2026

13.00 - 14:00 Registration at the Department of Geology, University of Ibadan
WORKSHOP 1: Youth entrepreneurship in Africa's extractive sector: Opportunities and challenges for
business success
14 :00 - 15:00 M Doro. Niang, Director of African Global Geoengineering, Senegal
WORKSHOP 2: PhD projects: how to get funds: challenges and solutions
M T Cho Ngang, Instructor, Department of Mining and Mineral engineering, The University of Bamenda, Cameroon;
15:00 - 16:00 Technical consultant - Explorers 33 Consulting Group, Cameroon.
WORKSHOP 3: Objective: An overview of Africa’'s mineral wealth and sustainable utilisation
16:00 - 17:00 Ismahane. Chaouche, Professor Economic Geology, USTB, Algeria
17:00 - 18:30 ICE BREAKER - WELCOME RECEPTION
Monday, 22nd June 2026
08:00 - 08:30 Registration
08:30 -09:10 WELCOME AND OPENING CEREMONY
0910 - 09:40 Keynote: Concepts of value chain and imperatives for mineral resources development
M Jerry. Ahadjie, Chief Minerals Officer, African Development Bank (AFDB), Ivory Coast
Introduction of speaker by Rose Ndong President Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society
09:40-10:40 PANEL 1
Education and training in Capacity Building of the African mining and processing industries
Moderator: Mary I. Neh-Fru- Gbenga Okunlola
PANELLISTS
M. A. Idowu Olayinka, Professor of Geophysics and former Vice Chancellor, University of Ibadan, Nigeria
Olufunke Omidiran, Former General Manger, Oyo State, Mineral Development Agency, Nigeria
Beate Orberger, Director, Catura Geoprojects, France
10:40-11:00 COFFEE BREAK

Session 1: Technology materials in the energy transition and the role of West-Central Africa

Chair: Omowumi Agunsoye
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Energy Transition Materials from exploration, mining, processing and to market (whole value chain)

Lithium, Tantalum, Niobium, Tin Potentials minerals (from solid and liquid resources)

11:00 - 11:30 M Prosper. Nude, Professor, University of Ghana and Chairman, Ghana Geological Survey Authority
Cobalt and graphite: Potentials from West and Central Africa
11:30 - 12:00 M Samuel B Olobaniyi, Professor, University of Lagos, President Nigerian Society of Economic Geologists, Nigeria
Coal and Hydrocarbons as sources for energy transition minerals (REE, Li...)
12:00 - 12:30 M Sola. Ojo, PTDF Chair, University of Nsukka, Nigeria
13:00 - 14:00 LUNCH
Session 2: Rocks for crops: Agrogeology /Agrominerals and food security in West-Central Africa
Chairs: M M. Faye & Ismahane Chaouche
Potential Agrominerals in West-Central Africa and Nigeria
14:00 - 13:30 M Gbenga. Okunlola, Professor of Economic Geology, Ibadan University
Case study on fertilizer minerals from Nigeria
14:30 - 15:00 Foluke.l Oluwatoyinbo Former Provost Federal College of Agriculture IAR&T Ibadan
Potential of Nigeria's carbonate, magnesite and phosphatic deposits and their utilization
15:30 - 16:00 M Oluwole. Oyedeji, Professor, Earth Science Research Institute, Nigeria
TUESDAY, 22nd June 2026
Session 3: Renewable Energy for a Green Africa (wind, solar, geothermal, hydropower)
Chair: M. Nejib Jemali
Solar Energy for a Green Africa
09:00 - 09:30 Abdulhameed Raji, Chartered Engineer and Energy Consultant, Arup United Kingdom
Hydrogen as a green energy source: what is the potential for Africa?
09:30 - 10:00 M Ayodeji. Okunlola, Academic Researcher, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada
Water resources of West Africa as a potential renewable energy source
10:00 - 10:30 M.N. Tijani, Professor of Hydrogeology, University of Ibadan, Nigeria
10:30 - 11:00 COFFEE BREAK
Session 4: Rocks for the Transport- Infrastructures-Construction Sectors
Chairs: S. B. Olobaniyi
Awakening the giant steel and aluminium industries potential of Africa: What strategies?
11:00 - 11:15 M Kola Ogunbiyi, Director General, Steel raw materials exploration Agency, Nigeria
Ferro alloys as the backbone for Africa's Infrastructure development
11:15-11:30 Ngiamte George, Cameroon Mining Company, Government Mining Company
Quarry and dimension stones: the high tonnage-low value essential raw material in the construction industry
11:30 - 11:45 James Ojediran Production Manager Kristal Fountain Limited, Nigeria
11:45 - 12:30 General Discussion




13:00-14:00

LUNCH

14.00-15.30

Session 5: Creating and Sustaining Wealth
Chair: Ms Mary. I. Ne-Fruh

14:00 - 14:30

Sub-National Government participation in the development of the mineral sector across the value chain
Tundun Taiwo COO Pacesetter Mineral Development Company

14:30 - 15:00

Sustainable value chain development of West-Central African gold resources: The case of The Segilola Gold,
Nigeria
M Wole Akinloye Exploration Geologists/Manager Exploration Segilola Gold Resources Limited, Nigeria

15:00 - 16:30

PANEL 2: Critical / strategic (LIB) minerals for the Low Carbon Economy: The inevitability of value chain
Development for West-Central Africa
Moderator: Biligis Audu Head of Operations Miners Association of Nigeria

Panellists:

Felix Ekra, Exploration Manager West Africa Thor Explorations Limited

Beate Orberger, Director Geosciences Conseils-Catura Geoprojects, France

Akinade S. Olatunji Professor, University of Ibadan

16:30 - 18:30

WORKSHOP 5: Current Al and Data Inventorisation Techniques for Mineral Exploration
M. Kamal. Omosanya DiGi Geo Limited; Mike Stephenson- Stephenson Consults UK and Shadrach Sheriff, NMGS-
YP President

19:30 - 22:00

CONFERENCE DINNER

WEDNESDAY, 24 June 2026

Session 6: Sustainable Mining and Processing
Chairs: R. SAMBA DIENE

08:30 - 8.50

Al-Driven mining and Processing Optimizatio R. Babagiannou, CEO, SAISLAB, Greece

08:50 - 09:10

Safe, clean and sustainable mining and processing: short, medium, long-term imperatives
M I. Mouloud, Professor Economic Geology, USTB Algeria

09:10 - 9:30

Material traceability, standards and codes
M N. Williams, CEO, Minespider, Germany

09:30 - 9:50

African Mineral Resource and Energy classification and management system (AMREC) /Pan African Resource Code
(PARC) as a case study

M Tunde. Arisekola director African Mineral Development Center AUC Addis Ababa Ethiopia & M Gbenga. Okunlola
Professor economic Geology University of Ibadan

Session 7: Sustainable industrialisation in the Raw material sector through strong International Partnerships
Chair: Tundun Taiwo COOQO Pacesetter Mineral Development Company

10:00 - 10:30

Value chain development of the minerals and mining industry through strong international partnership: Case study
from Nigeria
0.S. Nkom, DG NIGERIA MINING CADSTRE OFFICE
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10:30 - 11:00

How can European African strategic partnerships strengthen critical raw material value chains? Beate Orberger,
Director, Géosciences Conseils-CATURA Geoprojects, France

11:00 - 12:00

Panel 4: Take Home Messages
Moderator: M D. Ayanleke, President, Miners Association of Nigeria

M. Gbenga. Okunlola, Professor, University of Ibadan, Nigeria

Beate. Orberger, Director, Géosciences Conseils-CATURA Geoprojects, France

M. Edmund. Nickless, Resources for Future Generations, U.K.

A.S. Olatuniji Professor of Geology University of Ibadan

12:00 - 12:15

SGA Student Chapter Gbenga Okunlola: closing remarks

Malik Faye, Senegal

M. Gbenga. Okunlola, Professor, Nigeria

AFTERNOON

14:00 - 16:00

Visits / tour to interesting sites and places around The University and Ibadan city

THURSDAY 24th June 2026

FIELD TRIP: Geoheritage and Geosites




Profile of Facilitators

DAVID BARATOUX is a senior scientist at the French National Institute for
Sustainable Development. He has about 10 years’ experience in Mining Environments
in West Africa. He was involved in the West African Exploration Initiative (WAXI
project), focusing on the dispersion of chemical elements in regolith. He funded and
led the International Laboratory for Responsible Mining in West Africa (LMI MINERWA,
https:/miner-wa.org, 2019, 2024, renewed for another 5 years). He has mentored
several master's and PhD students in West Africa on various topics, including
geophysics (radiometric in the context of exploration),environmental issues associated
with artisanal mining and remote sensing. He is also chairing an International Research
Network focusing in Planetary and Space Sciences in Africa (AFIPS,
https://africapss.org), with a focus on research topics having strong synergies with
earth and environmental sciences. David holds a PhD in geophysics.

ROSANNA BABAGIANNOU is CEO & founder of SAIS LAB is a professional
with extensive expertise in R&D and project management. Her career includes
roles such as Head of EU Funded Projects, Certified EU Financial Auditor and
DPO. Rosanna’s academic background reflects her dedication to
interdisciplinary expertise. She holds a PhD in Oncology and Cancer Biology
from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and multiple Master of
Science degrees in Medical/Health Management and Biotechnology & Health
Informatics. Her qualifications also include a bachelor's degree in applied
biology/Biological Sciences and Finance & Economics, along with a CCNA
certification from the Cisco Networking Academy. Rosanna recently completed
Harvard’s “Data Science: Machine Learning” course. This advanced training
highlights her commitment to leveraging data-driven innovation to propel SAIS
LAB forward. With a broad skill set and a forward-thinking leadership style,
Rosanna continues to position SAIS LAB as a leader in a dynamic, research-
driven landscape.

ISMAHANE CHAOUCHE Assistant professor and PhD researcher at the
Sciences and Technology University of Bab Ezzouar, Algiers (Algeria), Since
December 2011. She is a member of the Laboratory Magmatism and Metallogeny
of Algeria and a lecturer at USTHB University. Her research focuses on gold
deposit exploration using tools/methods like metallogeny, mineralogy, and remote
sensing. Driven by a passion for fostering global connections, Ismahen has been
instrumental in building bridges between students worldwide. Her efforts include
co-organizing training sessions and workshops. This commitment to international
collaboration is further demonstrated by her role as SGA councilor and co-
organizer of the SGA-IUGS SEG-UNESCO Short Course on African Metallogeny.
Before joining the university, she worked as an engineer at the ORGM (office de
Recherche en géologie miniére) from 2006 to 2008 and as an engineer and project
manager at the Algerian Geological Survey between 2008 and 2011. With a
commitment to continuous learning, Ismahen has actively participated in
numerous international seminars, congresses, and workshops. These
experiences have enriched her knowledge in mining exploration and identified
new methods of analysis in minerals and rocks like petrology, mineralogy, and
geochemistry.




MOULOUD ISSAAD is an engineer and Ph.D. holder in mining geology,
specializing in mine waste management and environmental impacts of mining
activities. He earned his Doctorate in Geology from the University of Science
and Technology Houari Boumediene (USTHB), where he currently serves as
an Associate Professor. His academic career also includes teaching positions
at Mouloud Mammeri University of Tizi-Ouzou, where he trained students in
geostatistics and mining exploitation. As an active researcher, he has
authored several studies on mining pollution and the environmental
characterization of mine waste, particularly in northeastern Algeria. As a
founding member of the AMEDEE Network (IRD France), he promotes ethical
and sustainable mining practices. He has also served on scientific and
academic councils at USTHB, contributing to research supervision and the
training of future geologists. Through his expertise, Mouloud ISSAAD is
committed to advancing applied geology in support of sustainable
development and natural resource preservation

NEJIB JEMMALI is an Associate Professor, Faculty of Sciences,
University of Gafsa, Tunisia. He is an economic geologist specializing in
the metallogeny of the Tell-Atlas Mountains in Northern Tunisia. His
research focuses on the genesis of polymetallic deposits, with expertise in
Pb—Zn mineralization associated with salt diapirs. He has extensive field
and analytical experience and has collaborated internationally with
institutions in Switzerland, Canada, the USA, Austria, and China. Prof.
Jemmali actively supervises MSc and PhD students in economic geology
and is a member of the organizing committee of the 10th SGA-SEG-IUGS-
UNESCO Short Course on African Metallogeny (Nigeria, 2026).

MARY IMMACULATE NEH FRU holds a PhD in Applied Geology from
the University of Buea, Cameroon. She works at the Center of Geological
and Mining Research as a Research officer. She is passionate about
remote sensing applications to mineral exploration. Her PhD work was
based on using remote sensing techniques in predictive mapping for
sapphire exploration in the Adamaoua Region of Cameroon. Also, she
studied the different heavy and indicator minerals associated to gem.
Furthermore, she loved carrying out activities that will get more students
into geosciences and coordinates the workshop activities involving
students for SGA short courses.
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MALICK FAYE is an Exploration geologist with 8 years of experience in
many aspects of mineral exploration occurring in the west African craton and
the Senegalese sedimentary basin. He is PhD candidate in Geosciences at
the university of Cheikh Anta Diop of Dakar. He worked as co-author of the
International Geological Correlation Programme (Program IGCP 638):
Geodynamics and mineralisation of Paleoproterozoic formations for
sustainable development funded by UNESCO. He is SGA representative in
Senegal and co-organizer of the SGA-IUGS-SEG-UNESCO Short Course
on African Metallogeny (South Africa, Namibia, and Senegal). Also, he is
secretary-General of AJGES. Currently he is project geologist at African Star
Resources in Douta Gold project, Senegal.

DORO NIANG is CEO of Afrique des Merveilles and co-founder and shareholder
of Africa Global Géoingénierie, Dakar, Senegal. He is geological engineer and
geotechnician trained at Cheikh Anta Diop University in Dakar, Mr. Doro NIANG
has participated in training programs with a multidisciplinary team in Senegal and
internationally. He has worked on geosciences, the development of local
construction materials, volcanology, and environmental

monitoring of greenhouse gas emissions with GeoTenerife Ltd, the Canary Islands
Institute of Volcanology, and the Tenerife Institute of Renewable Energy
Technology in Spain. Passionate about entrepreneurship, Mr. NIANG

launched his business in the following sectors: geology, mining, quarries,
construction, and public works. This earned him a place among the winners of the
Senegalese program for youth entrepreneurship. He is also the President of the
Association of Young Geologists and Environmentalists of Senegal (AJGES) and
Vice President of SGA Senegal.

OLUGBENGA OKUNLOLA holds a PhD degree in Economic Geology of the
University of Ibadan, Nigeria, where he is currently a full Professor and former
Head of the Department of Geology. In addition, he obtained professional
proficiency Certifications from the University of Oxford (2016) and the British
Geological Surveys (2010). He has 43 years’ experience as a geoscientist that
straddles the public service, industry and academia. He has served as a Special
Adviser (Mineral Assessment) to the Director General of the Nigerian Geological
Surveys Agency (NGSA) from 2006 to 2013. He is currently the President of the
Geological Society of Africa, Past President of The Nigerian Mining and
Geosciences Society, President of the Geoscience Information and Research in
Africa Network (GIRAF) and Vice President for Africa for the Association of
Geoscientists for International Development (AGID). A Fellow of the Geological
Society of London and member of the Geological Society of South Africa, he is
currently and Academic Committee Member of the international Research Centre
on Karst, Chonging, China.
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BEATE ORBERGER is an Economic Geologist, Professor at the University of
Paris Saclay, Orsay, France. In 2016, she founded Catura Geoprojects
(Geoscience Conseil; www.catura.eu). She has 30+ years of experience in
metallogeny and geometallurgy. She is co-manager of the EIT Raw Material project
ScaVanger, DysCovery, Scaleup, Valore, and the EU Horizon project EURO Titan,
upscaling processing for metal extraction from metallurgical residues and EoL
magnets. She is SEG Fellow and at SGA responsible for the Metallogeny short
courses in Africa. She graduated from RWTH Aachen University, Germany, holds
a PhD from Institut National Polytechnique de Lorraine, Nancy France, a
habilitation to direct research from Université Denis Diderot-IPGP, Paris, and a
diploma in Corporate Governance (Corporate Governance Institute-Glasgow
Caledonian University).

OLATUNUJI AKINADE holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Geology from the
University of llorin, Master of Science Degree in Mineral Exploration
(Geochemistry option) and Doctor of Philosophy in Applied Geochemistry from
the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. He has over two decades experience in the
academia and industry experience involved in geoscience research and
training. His research interest focuses on the on the application of geochemistry
and other classical geological methods in solving mineral exploration
challenges. Professor Olatunji is the former President of the Society for
Environmental Geochemistry and Health (SEGH) and the past President of the
Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society (NMGS). He is a registered
Geoscientist by the Council of Mining Engineers and Geoscientists, and a
member of the European Association of Geochemists, the International
Association of Hydrogeologists, the Geological Society of Africa (GSAf) and the
Geological Society of America.

SAMUEL B.OLOBANIYI holds BSc, an MSc, and PhD at the Department of
Geology and Mineral Sciences, University of llorin, Nigeria. He is the current
president of the Nigerian Society of Economic Geologists, a member of several
professional Organizations, such as the Society for Geology Applied to Mineral
Deposits and Fellow of the NMGS. He has been Head of the Department of
Geology at Delta State University, Abraka, and at the University of Lagos,
Nigeria at various times. He has been a consultant on several exploration
projects, both in the oil and solid mineral industries, and an author or co-author
of over 70 scholarly articles in national and international journals, chapters in
books, and conference proceedings. He is the Associate Editor of Journal of
Mining and Geology and co-editor of the book Five Decades of Oil Production
in Nigeria: Impact on the Niger Delta. He is currently a member of the Board of
Regents, Covenant University, Ota, Nigeria. He joined the services of the
Department of Geosciences, University of Lagos as a full professor in 2013.
Over the last decade, he has served as Head of the Department between 2013
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TUNDUN TAIWO is a Legal professional and currently the CEO
of the Oyo State Pacesetter Mineral Development Company in
Nigeria, with expertise in mining law, investment, policy, and
natural resource governance. She supports responsible mineral
development and regulatory compliance in Nigeria’s mining
sector.

ROSE CHUNDUNG NDONG is currently, the President of the
Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society. A Nigerian geologist and
accomplished leader in the mining and petroleum sectors, she
previously served as Executive Commissioner for Exploration &
Acreage Management at the Nigerian Upstream Petroleum
Regulatory Commission (NUPRC) and as President of the Nigerian
Mining and Geosciences Society (NMGS). With advanced degrees
including a BSc. in Geology, an MSc in Hydrogeology, and an
Executive MPA in Conflict Resolution, she has held key positions
such as MD/CEO of the Nigerian Mining Corporation and pioneer
Provost of NIMGS. Rose is recognised for her advocacy for women
in energy, contributions to policy reform, innovation, and
sustainable resource management, and has received honors
including the “Energy Sheroes Award.”

MIKE STEPHENSON is a palynologist and stratigrapher at Stephenson
Geoscience Consulting, recognised as an expert in Middle Eastern Paleozoic
palynology and stratigraphy, with approximately 200 commercial reports and 120
peer reviewed publications. His expertise includes pre-Khuff palynology and high-
resolution field biostratigraphy. Prior to his consultancy, he served for eight years
in national level science leadership roles at the British Geological Survey as
Executive Chief Scientist and Director of Science and Technology, managing a
£30 million science budget and securing £31 million for the UKGEQOS drilling
project. Mike has provided geoscience advice to the UK Government for almost
two decades on applied and energy geoscience, including CCUS and shale gas,
advising multiple Secretaries of State and serving on high level advisory
committees. He is a Visiting Professor at the University of Nanjing, China, and
Karakoram International University, and has held honorary and visiting g
positions at Leicester, Nottingham, and Milan universities. He was the founding
President of the IUGS Deep-Time Digital Earth program (2019-2022) and
currently serves as its Director for Europe, Middle East, and Africa. A noted
science communicator, Mike has authored three popular science books, including
the award-winning Returning Carbon to Nature, delivered lectures in the UK
Parliament, and contributed to BBC science programs.
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ABIMBOLA JAMES OJEDIRAN is a seasoned mining and geology professional
pecializing in economic and mining geology. He holds an MSc in Mineral exploration
(Economic & Mining Geology) and a BSc in Geology from the University of Ibadan,
as well as an HND in Mining Engineering from Kwara State Polytechnic, llorin. ith
over twelve years of experience in quarrying, mining operations, geophysical
investigations, and geotechnical foundation work, he has consulted for numerous
mining companies across Nigeria. Abimbola currently serves as Production
Manager and Mining Engineer at Kristal Vountein Ltd, Osun State, where he applies
his expertise to resuscitate and optimize mining operations. He is an active member
of professional bodies including COMEG, NMGS, AGE, and ASSET, and has
participated in multiple conferences and courses in geology and mining engineering.

OLUFUNKE OMIDIRAN is a focused and resourceful professional with a degree
in Geology from Federal university of Technology, Akure Nigeria and a MSc in
Mineral exploration of the University of Ibadan. She has over 35 years’
experience as a geoscientist. She is currently the General Manager of the Oyo
state Solid Minerals Development Agency where she has been recognised as
bringing many innovations into he exploration and archival of the Mineral
resources of the state. She is actively involved in the Nigerian Mining and
Geosciences Society and has demonstrated strong administrative skills with the
ability to manage teams, time, and resources effectively.

ABEL IDOWU OLAYINKA is a distinguished Nigerian geoscientist and
Professor of Applied Geophysics in the Department of Geology at the University
of Ibadan, where he has served with distinction since 1988. He holds a BSc in
Geology from the University of Ibadan, an MSc in Geophysics from the
University of

London, and a PhD in Applied Geophysics from the University of Birmingham,
with additional postdoctoral research experience in Germany. His academic
career encompasses extensive teaching, research, and capacity building in
geophysics and hydrogeophysics, mentoring dozens of postgraduate students
and authoring numerous scholarly publications. Professor Olayinka has held
significant leadership roles including Head of the Department of Geology, Dean
of the Postgraduate School, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic), and he also
served as Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ibadan. He is a fellow of multiple
professional bodies including the Nigerian Academy of Science, the Geological
Society of London, and the Nigerian Mining and Geosciences Society, and
remains actively engaged in advancing geoscience research, education, and
policy in Nigeria and beyond.
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Omowunmi Agunsoye is a geoscientist and university lecturer at the University
of Ibadan, Nigeria, with expertise in petroleum geosciences, reservoir
evaluation, and subsurface mapping. She holds a PhD in Petroleum
Geosciences from the Pan African University Institute of Life and Earth Sciences
and an MBA in Oil and Gas Management from Unicaf University. Dr Agunsoye
has served as Senior Research Analyst at Brockville Investments and
geoscientist at Degeconek Nigeria Ltd. Her professional skills span university
teaching, project coordination, petroleum economics, and field development.
She is certified in Health, Safety and Environment (HSE I, Il, lll), Human
Resources Management, and Effective Consult & Resources Development.

OLUWOLE OYEDEJl is a seasoned geologist and committee member at the
Geoscience Research Institute, Loma Linda, California. With over four
decades of experience at the Nigerian Geological Survey Agency, he has
held multiple leadership roles including Director of Applied and Engineering
Geology, Deputy Director, and Director of key divisions. He holds both a
master’s degree and a PhD in Engineering Geology from the University of
Ibadan. Dr. Oyedeji’'s expertise spans applied and engineering geology,
geoscience research, and resource management, and he has contributed
significantly to the development of geological practices and policies in
Nigeria.

JERRY AHADJIE is a mining specialist with 28 years’ experience in natural
resource management: research, policy analysis & implementation and mineral
sector regulation. Jerry Ahadjie is currently the Chief Minerals Officer at the
African Natural Resources Centre of the African Development Bank, where he
is contributing his quota to the implementation of the Africa Mining Vision in
several countries on the continent. Before joining the Bank, he worked with the
Ghana Minerals Commission and rose to the position of Deputy Manager in
charge of Sectoral Policy, Planning & Projects. Dr Ahadjie holds a BSc (Hons)
in Mining Engineering and an MSc in Mineral Exploration (GIS based) from the
University of Twente in the Netherlands. Jerry has several professional

certificates in mineral policy & economics, mineral value chains, strategic
mananement mine clasiire and nroiect
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BILQIS AUDU is the Head of operations, Miners association of Nigeria, the
umbrella body of all miners in Nigeria A distinguished environmental specialist
and global climate leader whose work has significantly advanced ecological
resilience and sustainable development across Sub-Saharan Africa. She
holds A BSc degree from The Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria and an M.Sc.
From Cyprus University with over 15years experience in the mining industry,
she has a demonstrated history of working harmoniously with the skilled and
unskilled in the mining industry. Skilled in Microsoft Word/Excel, Geology,
Environmental Sciences and Customer Service. Strong business
development professional.

OBADIAH SIMON NKOM is a seasoned mining engineer and public-sector
leader, currently serving as the Director-General of Nigeria’s Mining Cadastre
Office (MCO). First appointed in January 2019 and reappointed for a second term
in January 2023, he has led major reforms focused on digital innovation,
transparency, and revenue growth in Nigeria’s mining sector. With over 40 years
of experience in the Federal Civil Service, he holds an HND and PGD in Mining
Engineering, as well as an MBA and PGD in Management. His tenure is marked
by the implementation of the “Use It or Lose It” policy, strengthened mineral title
administration, and national recognition for the MCO’s Digital Innovation Award
(2022). Fellow of NMGS, NSE, and NSME, and is widely respected for his
integrity, leadership, and commitment to sustainable.

KOLA OGUNBIYI is a seasoned geoscientist with over 30 years’
experience in the steel industry. He has a BSc in geology from the
university of llorin Nigeria. He rose through the ranks and currently is
the Director General of the of the Steel raw materials exploration
Agency. The main steel exploration Agency for Nigeria.
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GEORGE NGIAMTE is an economic geologist and mineral exploration
specialist with strong academic and industry experience across Africa and
internationally. He currently serves as a Senior Geologist at Cameroon Mining
Company, where he leads and supervises iron ore exploration programs, drilling
campaigns, QA/QC protocols, and geological data management in compliance
with industry and HSE standards. George holds a PhD in Mineral Exploration
Geoscience) from the PA ULESI-Pan African University Institute of Life and
Earth Sciences, in collaboration with the University of Ibadan, graduating with
distinction. His research focuses on the genesis, timing, and metallogeny of iron
ore systems within the Congo Craton, using integrated petrology, geochemistry,
isotopic studies, and geochronology. His doctoral work was supported by the
African Union Commission and the Society of Economic Geologists Foundation.
He has held research and teaching roles as a SA-RES Fellow at the University
of Melbourne and a Graduate Teaching Assistant at the University of Bamenda,
and has industry experience with Canyon Resources Ltd. George is also Co-
founder of Envirth Resources Ltd, where he applies remote sensing, GIS, Al-
based geospatial analysis, and environmental assessment to mineral and
sustainability proiects.

SHADRACH S SHERIFF is a Nigerian Exploration Geologist and geoscience
technology professional with strong expertise in geology, geophysics, GIS,
and data science. He currently works as an Exploration Geologist where he
applies integrated geological and spatial data approaches to the study,
evaluation, and interpretation of rocks, air, water, and other natural resources.
In his professional role, Shadrach is actively involved in mineral exploration
workflows, including geological mapping, spatial data analysis, thematic map
production, and identification of mineral-prospective zones using advanced
GIS tools. Beyond industry practice, Shadrach is a recognized leader in the
geoscience community, serving as President of the Nigerian Mining and
Geosciences Society (NMGS) Young Professionals Forum, where he
champions capacity building, mentorship, and the adoption of digital
technologies among early-career geoscientists. He is highly proficient in
spatial data analysis, cartography, statistical methods, Python programming,
and the preparation of JORC-compliant technical reports.

NATHAN WILLIAMS is Founder and CEO of Minespider, a blockchain
traceability platform that builds Digital Product Passports & Digital
Battery Passports to verify the origin and sustainability of minerals in
supply chains. Minespider is used by companies including Minsur,
Microvast, Renault, Ford Otosan, and ABB to track carbon emissions,
key documents, and material histories. Nathan has led blockchain
workshops as a visiting expert for UNECE and the World Economic
Forum, and his work has been featured in Bloomberg, Forbes,
Huffington Post, and Wired Germany.
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OYEWOLE AKINLOYE is a Geologist and Manager at Segilola
Resources Limited, llesha, the flagship Gold Mining company in
Nigeria. He is actively in charge of gold exploration of the Iperindo
gold field tagged the Segilola gold project in Osun State, Nigeria. He
has over 20 years’ experience spanning the public sector mainly at
the Geological survey of Nigeria and the industry at the Segilola gold
He Has a B,Sc degree in Mining geology and an M.Sc Degree in
Mineral exploration of the University of Ibadan, Nigeria.

TUNDE M. ARISEKOLA is the Senior Advisor for Geological and
Minerals Information at the Africa Minerals Development Centre
AMDC). He is responsible for providing technical advisory
services, shaping policies, and supporting programs aligned with
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